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00 Introduction 

It seems likely that the first epistle to Timothy was written after Paul"s first imprisonment in Rome was over. The second epistle was during a second imprisonment. Acts only mentions the first imprisonment, but we can be fairly confident there was a second. Acts ends with Paul in custody but confidently preaching the gospel. Paul told Philemon to prepare a room for him, as if he soon expected to be released (Philemon 1:22). In contrast, Paul writes the second epistle to Timothy expecting to die in the near future (2 Timothy 4:6; 2 Timothy 4:9; 2 Timothy 4:21).

The first epistle was written to Timothy in Ephesus, where Paul had placed him to work with the church (1 Timothy 1:3) The second letter may also have been addressed to the same city since both 2 Timothy 1:15; 2 Timothy 1:18 hint at that location. A careful reading of both letters will cause one to feel that Paul was closely guiding the labor of this young preacher as he worked to build up the church.

Circumstances had changed by the time Paul wrote the second letter to Timothy. As he wrote, he was being held as a prisoner and soon expected to die. It appears that he was in Rome during the time of Nero"s severe persecution of the church. Thus, the letter would have been written between 64 and 68 A.D. Timothy appears to have been working in Ephesus

when this letter was sent. Paul wrote in hopes that Timothy would be able to join him. However, it is obvious Paul also wrote with the idea of encouraging Timothy to carry on in spite of the terrible persecution the church was enduring, and would endure. If Timothy did not reach Paul before he died, this letter surely must have encouraged him.
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01 Chapter 1 

Verse 1-2
Greetings
That God"s will and his commandment are one and the same can be seen by comparing the opening words of the first and second letters to Timothy. Further, such comparison will remind that the Christian’s hope is eternal life in Christ Jesus. Paul may have considered Timothy his son because he helped him learn and obey the gospel. He loved him because of the close relationship they had in the gospel. Paul treated Timothy like a son by training him to carry out the important task of preaching the truth. His prayer for him was that he would receive God"s unmerited favor, tender mercy and unsurpassed peace of mind. All of these come from the Father and Son (2 Timothy 1:1-2).

Verses 3-7
Timothy’s Faith and Family History
Paul served God, as his fathers had, with a pure, or clear conscience (Acts 23:1; Acts 24:16). The apostle"s actions were always in accord with that which he believed to be right. He never stopped giving thanks to God for Timothy. In fact, he remembered him night and day and this led to thanksgiving. Paul joyfully looked forward to seeing him again. This was especially true because of the tears Timothy had shed in his behalf. Paul was also thankful when he thought of Timothy"s sincere faith. Faith in God had first been displayed in the life of his grandmother, Lois, and then his mother, Eunice. They had taught him from childhood as 3:15 would indicate (2 Timothy 1:3-5).

It appears Timothy’s fire may have needed to be stirred to keep a full blaze going, since Guthrie quotes Abbott- Smith, who says the Greek word for "stir up" can mean "either "to kindle afresh" or "to keep in full flame."" This writer does not know what gift is spoken of here but we can be sure that any gift from God is intended to be used to further the cause of Christ. It should also be observed that it was up to Timothy to so conduct himself as to keep the gift burning bright and useful in his life. As with all Christians, the gift of God helps man to change his inward character, or spirit. We are not fearful, because man can really do nothing to harm us (Matthew 10:28). Through Christ, we have power to do all things and overcome infirmities and persecutions (Philippians 4:13; 2 Corinthians 12:9-10). We also receive the gift of love that we so desperately needed (Romans 5:6-8). Finally, our inward spirit is turned toward self control (1 Corinthians 9:27; 2 Corinthians 5:13-14). Notice, it is the love of Christ that helps us hold ourselves back from the things we ought not to do (2 Timothy 1:6-7).

Verses 8-12
Paul Was Not Ashamed of the Gospel
Part of Paul"s ability to be content in whatever state he was in must have come from the view expressed in 2 Timothy 1:8 (Philippians 4:11; Ephesians 3:1; Ephesians 4:1). He was not Nero"s or Rome"s prisoner, but the Lord"s. Wherever he was, he was serving his Master and striving to further the cause of the gospel. Christians have an internal character, as discussed in the previous verse, which allows them to not be ashamed of the gospel or our Lord. Timothy was also told, by Paul, not to be ashamed of him, as if some pressure would be put on him to do just that. Jesus suffered so that we might be saved. We can expect to suffer if we stand up for the righteousness of God. When we are suffering for the right, we can know that God"s power is there to sustain us (1 Peter 4:16-19).

All those in Christ have been saved from their past sins by God"s precious gift (2 Peter 1:9). We were saved when we accepted God"s calling through our obedience (compare Acts 2:21; Acts 2:37-38; Acts 2:41; Acts 22:16). Our salvation is not earned through works that we do but is bestowed upon us as a gift. Ephesians 2:8-10 makes this clear while at the same time showing us that God intends for our lives to be centered on doing good works. God planned, even before the world began, to extend the gift of salvation to man in Christ (Ephesians 1:9-10; Ephesians 3:10-11). For centuries God"s plan for man"s salvation was hidden (Romans 16:25-26). When Jesus appeared on the earth and carried out his purpose, God"s plan of salvation was made known. When Jesus overcame the grave, he also overthrew death by taking away its sting (1 Corinthians 15:51-57). The way of life immortal had been pitch dark until the light of the Son"s resurrection and his glorious gospel fully illuminated the way (2 Timothy 1:9-10).

Paul went forth as a herald, or proclaimer, for the king to tell the lost of Christ"s saving power. He was sent by the king himself, as the word “apostle” shows. His specific charge was to instruct the Gentiles in the way of salvation (Acts 9:15; Acts 26:16-18). Paul was persecuted and imprisoned because he was carrying out the instructions of his commander. He was not ashamed of his suffering because he had complete trust in Jesus Christ. Roberts says the apostle went on to say, "He is able to keep my commitment." He could have meant the Lord was able to keep his charge to preach the gospel or he could have meant his soul. Both ideas are correct and it is actually possible Paul had both in mind. Christ"s word will not fail (Matthew 24:36), nor will he leave his faithful servants in the grave (1 Corinthians 15:22-23). We can know that Jesus will always be with us if we are faithfully carrying out his command to teach all nations (2 Timothy 1:11-12).

Verses 13-18
An Injunction to Steadfastness
The apostle urged Timothy to hold tight to the “pattern of sound words.” The word translated "pattern" is the Greek word hupo-tuposis. Joseph Thayer, in his Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament , says this word means, "the pattern placed before one to be held fast and copied, model." Paul had given Timothy a clear model of sound teachings from which he should not stray. The way to do that was through hearing the word of God and doing what it says to do out of a love for lost souls. As Paul thought of his own approaching death, the importance of men like Timothy preserving the good news in the form God delivered it naturally became a vital matter. The same Holy Spirit who inspired the penmen to write would help Timothy keep the gospel pure (2 Timothy 1:13-14).

When Paul used the expression, "all those in Asia," he likely was using hyperbole, or an exaggeration for emphasis. We use these often. For example, one might say, "I"m so hungry I could eat a horse." Paul"s point is that none from Asia, which was so near by, had come to his defense during his trial in Rome. In fact, the aged apostle used the word "deserted" to describe their actions. For some reason, he singled out the two men named as being among the deserters. Perhaps they led others into such actions (2 Timothy 1:15).

In stark contrast to those who deserted him, Onesiphorus had been like a cool breeze under a shade tree for an over-heated traveler, which is the idea behind the word "refreshed." This kind brother had not been ashamed of the apostle"s chains in prison. Thus, Paul expressed his desire that the entire house of Onesiphorus obtain mercy. He had put forth a great deal of effort to find the imprisoned apostle. Paul"s specific desire for this helpful brother was that he would find mercy in the day of judgment. Timothy was well aware of how helpful Onesiphorus had been in Ephesus and from the above statements would likely conclude that he had continued in the same manner (2 Timothy 1:16-18).

02 Chapter 2 
Verse 1-2
A Minister’s Duty to Be Strong
After telling Timothy of the two contrasting attitudes of brethren toward God"s message bearer, Paul urged him to be strong like Onesiphorus. Remember, God gives the Christian a spirit of power and not of fear (). Our power is found in God"s unmerited favor which is found in our Lord (2 Timothy 2:1; compare John 15:4-5).

A part of being strong would be the further spreading of the gospel. Timothy had heard the truth proclaimed by Paul. The witnesses to this fact could either be those who heard the truth at the same time Timothy did, or they could be other sources proclaiming the same truth, as in . In either case, the young preacher was instructed by Paul to place the gospel trust in the hands of men who would be loyal to the truth and, in turn, pass the trust on to others (2 Timothy 2:2).

Verses 3-7
Different Images of a Minister’s Life
If Timothy was to pass along the gospel, he would have to be prepared to suffer persecution, self denial and the onslaught of the enemy like a soldier on active duty. Guthrie says Paul is telling Timothy that he will have to take his share of suffering. He went on to use the image of a soldier loaded down with items not pertaining to his warfare. When it came time to draw his sword, he would find it tangled up in the things he is carrying and could not have it drawn when the fight began. All Christians need to keep a constant watch on their involvement in the things of this world. Of course, we need to work to provide for our own, for example, but such work should never entangle our sword, or God"s word, and prevent us from using it to defeat Satan. Our overriding concern should be to please the Savior, who is also our commander (2 Timothy 2:3-4).

Just as an athlete competing in the Olympic games must abide by the rules if he would be declared the winner, the Christian must pursue the goal of heaven along the course laid out by the Master. Followers of Christ are also like the farmer who works hard to produce a crop and gets to enjoy the fruits of his labor. Those believers who work hard to teach others the will of God will find themselves becoming the first beneficiary of laboring with God"s word (2 Timothy 2:5-6).

Paul urged Timothy to carefully consider the images he presented. If he did so, the apostle said the Lord would help him gain a complete understanding of all things. Once anyone has grown in the knowledge of God"s word, he needs God"s help to have the wisdom to properly apply it to his life (2 Timothy 2:7; James 1:5).

Verses 8-13
Encouragement to Continue Despite Suffering
The Christian"s constant source of strength during times of trial is Jesus Christ. That he was a man is plainly seen in his being the seed of David (Romans 1:3-4; Jeremiah 23:5-6; 1 Timothy 2:5; 1 Timothy 3:16). The enemies of the man, Jesus, put him to death and caused him to be laid in a tomb. However, as Paul declared in his preaching of the gospel, God raised him up (1 Corinthians 15:1-4). Suffering Christians should remember Jesus" enemies could not ultimately defeat him, nor can ours, because God can raise the dead (2 Timothy 2:8; Hebrews 12:1-2).

Paul was in prison chains as if he were a common criminal guilty of theft or robbery. While they could bind the Lord"s messenger, they could not bind the Lord"s message. Paul could still write the truth and thousands of others outside the prison walls could preach the message that sets men free. The apostle endured suffering so that all those who would obediently receive the gospel call would have an opportunity to hear (Romans 8:28; John 10:16; Acts 18:9-10). He also bore the pain so those who had already obeyed could receive the end of their hope, eternal life (2 Timothy 2:9-10; Revelation 2:10; 1 Corinthians 10:12-13).

There are two senses in which one can be dead with Christ. First, one dies to sin with Christ in baptism and is raised to live a new life (Romans 6:3-10). Second, one might also die with Christ under the persecution of the enemies of the cross. In such a case, one can be assured the Lord will raise him up to live with him in the resurrection (Philippians 1:21-23). Though a Christian’s enemies could cause him to suffer persecution or even death on earth, they could not prevent him from reigning with Christ in the hereafter.

However, those who turned their backs on the Lord and denied him would find themselves being denied by the Son before the Father (Matthew 10:32-33). Though some might be unfaithful and fall back into unbelief, Paul promised God"s Son would continue faithful (compare Hebrews 6:13-18; 2 Corinthians 1:18). Individual Christians might be unfaithful in their service to Christ, but the Lord will remain true and truthful forever (2 Timothy 2:11-13; Titus 1:2).

Verses 14-19
Urgent Matters In the Midst of Doctrinal Error
Paul charged his son in the gospel with reminding those who would listen to him of the truths listed in the previous verses. Any charge placed before one with the reminder that the Lord is witnessing the proceedings should cause one to take the matter seriously. Useless arguments over things not revealed in scripture cannot be resolved to anyone"s satisfaction and most often result in causing many of the listeners to have weakened by faith. In place of that, the faithful proclaimer of the word should “study,” or give his all, to present himself in God"s presence in an acceptable condition. This is done by being the best worker in God"s service that one can be. The word translated "rightly dividing" literally means to cut a straight path. If one would have God"s approval, he should cut a straight path through the gospel, or word of truth (2 Timothy 2:14-15; James 1:12).

The wise student of God"s word will walk all the way around senseless arguments about words. Such only encourage those involved to be less like God. Much like a gangrene that eats at the flesh and infects the bone, false doctrine and arguments about things that cannot be resolved poison the spiritual man. The church had already disciplined one such false teacher, Hymeneous (1 Timothy 1:20), yet he continued to dispense false doctrine. A part of his error, along with another man named Philetus, was the teaching that the resurrection was already past. Their doctrine had caused some to stray way from the truth (2 Timothy 2:16-18).

Despite the fact that some false teachers have ruined their own faith and taken others with them, God"s foundation holds firm. Men used to put an inscription on the foundation stone of a new building. Paul uses that imagery to describe the foundation of our hope. First, we can be sure in the knowledge that God can readily identify his faithful people (compare Numbers 16:5). Second, those who have put on God"s Son in baptism and wear his name should abandon all sinful ways (2 Timothy 2:19; compare Numbers 16:26; Isaiah 52:11).

Verses 20-26
A Call for Purity in the Midst of Doctrinal Error
Some see believers in Christ living in a way completely dishonorable and reach the conclusion that there is something wrong with the church, or God"s house. However, God"s house has many different vessels in it that will all be used for God’s purpose and to his glory. So, we should cleanse ourselves from every defilement, such as empty babblings, and be used by God for his glory and to our own. The Christian"s purpose is to be a workman for God (2 Timothy 2:20-21; Ephesians 2:10).

Timothy, and all other Christians, were further warned by Paul against letting passions run wild. This, of course, could describe any type of unrestrained passion for power, sex, money, etc. Paul told him to pursue the ways of right living; be true to God"s law, which is the way of faith; love for God and our fellow man; and live in peace with all others who are trying to do what the Lord wants and keep their hearts free from sin.

Timothy was also admonished to stay away from questions for which God did not reveal the answers. Disputes about such matters will only cause friction and division in the church (2 Timothy 2:22-23).

If one would help others to see the error of their ways, he would have to avoid involving himself in heated arguments. Instead, he would be compelled to exhibit the tender care of a nurse taking care of a sick child. Also, he would need to work to be a patient teacher who carefully listens to others and strives to more thoroughly instruct them. If the Lord"s teacher will approach the false teachers with a gentle spirit and show them through teaching how they are acting against their own best interests, they might turn away from error and to the truth. Like a man who has been sleeping in an alcoholic stupor, the false teacher needed to wake up and escape the trap of Satan who had been holding this one captive to do his will (2 Timothy 2:24-26).

03 Chapter 3 
Verses 1-5
A Description of the Coming Apostates
Paul told Timothy to keep in mind that during the Christian age times of great stress would come for the Christ’s disciples. The great stress would come because of the attitudes men would display. They would turn from love for God to love of self and money. They would be proud, egotistical and use evil speech about others, especially God. They would so lack respect for authority that they would even be disobedient toward their parents. A complete lack of gratitude would also characterize this wicked group. Things holy would be despised by them (2 Timothy 3:1-2).

Love for one"s own parents, or children, should come naturally, but not for this group. Such would not favor peace under any circumstances and would falsely accuse others. No self-control would be visible in their lives. Instead, Paul foretold that they would rage like wild animals and hate anything good. Betraying someone for selfish gain would be commonplace with them. They would be rash, impulsive and puffed up with conceit. Basically, their desire was to be toward enjoyment of the moment more than toward pleasing God. Christians who have such attitudes might profess to follow God, but it would be clear he had no real influence in their lives. They would deny God"s power by ignoring the directions he had revealed to them. Timothy was told to turn away from such people (2 Timothy 3:3-5).

Verses 6-9
The Work of Apostates
The hypocritical men Paul had just described would sneak into the homes of the saints and take advantage of the unsuspecting nature of women. Particularly, the silly, or little or weak, women whose consciences are loaded down with sins and uncontrolled desires. It may be false teachers somehow promised them freedom from the guilt they felt. Whatever the case, they were able to lead them away like prisoners of war. Such women, and men who are like them, constantly crave new knowledge. So, they are ever listening for something new and never finding time to really understand the truth (2 Timothy 3:6-7).

Jannes and Jambres were two of the magicians who opposed Moses before Pharoah. They used deception to make it appear that they were able to work the same miracles as the man of God (Exodus 7:11; Exodus 7:22). The false teachers Paul warned against were also resisting God"s truth. Their minds were destroyed by false teaching and the faith they had once had in God could no longer withstand the test and was not fit for anything. The false teachers of Paul"s day would be exposed just as the magicians of Moses" day were. Remember that Moses" rod which became a snake devoured all of the snakes the magicians had used in their trickery (Exodus 7:12). Eventually, they could not even stand before Moses because of the plague of boils (2 Timothy 3:8-9; Exodus 9:11).

Verses 10-17
Power to Confront the Coming Apostasy
Paul"s life stood in contrast to the lives of the false teachers and should have served as an example to Timothy and others around him. His teaching was sound and in accord with the truth (Philippians 1:21). His goal was to reach heaven, so he remained faithful in keeping the Lord"s will (Philippians 3:12-14; 2 Timothy 4:6-8). He was patient with those who he instructed, ever striving to help them reach the goal (1 Thessalonians 5:14). He had a true love for the Lord, his saints and the lost, as was manifest in the things he endured to preach. He remained steadfast in the fight against the devil. All who have read the New Testament will be aware of the persecution and suffering endured because he preached the gospel (2 Corinthians 11:23-27). It is apparent that the places and events mentioned by Paul were those Timothy had witnessed firsthand in Acts 13:1-52; Acts 14:1-28. Significantly, Paul says Timothy knew the Lord had delivered him out of every bad situation (2 Timothy 3:10-11).

The forces of Satan are going to oppose the forces of God (John 15:19; Matthew 10:22; Acts 14:22). If we claim to be trying to live a life with God"s character being displayed in it and are not being persecuted, then we need to ask ourselves whose side we are really on. Spiritually sick men, like a malignant growth, tend to get worse as the days pass. Guthrie says the meaning here is that they have set a goal to be evil and are making great progress toward their goal. They trick others and themselves into believing they are not really evil (2 Timothy 3:12-13).

To avoid the downward slide into evil, Paul urged Timothy to abide in the things he had been taught. Timothy already had experienced things that would assure him of the truthfulness of the instructions he received. He had learned these truths from his grandmother, mother, Paul and, most of all, scripture (; 3:10). It would not be good to follow grandmother, mother or Paul if they did not point one to the scriptures. However, Timothy had been taught from the inspired writings of the Old Testament from the time he was a child (compare Deuteronomy 6:6-9; Deuteronomy 11:19).

Wisdom, or the ability to apply knowledge, is only available from God and he has placed it in his word. The Old Testament points one to Jesus as God"s anointed and the one through whom salvation comes (2 Timothy 3:14-15; 2 Corinthians 5:17-21).

Paul used the word for "scripture" which simply means writing, or, in this case, recorded divine truth. It would include all of the Old Testament books and the fifteen or so New Testament books which had already been written (see 2 Peter 3:15-16). These holy writings are the God breathed out word, or the actual words of God. They are useful in showing God"s teaching, correcting of mistakes, restoring us to a right relationship with God and teaching us how to continue to do the things God wants us to do. Guthrie says the word hina, at the start of verse 17, means Paul is going to give the ultimate purpose of the things he had just written. He went on to say the word artios, which is translated perfect, "describes a man perfectly adapted for his task." The word for throughly furnished is another way of expressing the same idea and forcefully underscores the intent of sacred writings, which is to prepare a man to do every good work (2 Timothy 3:16-17).

04 Chapter 4 
Verses 1-5
A Charge to Timothy
According to Thomas, the word charge means, "to testify earnestly, warn, adjure." The serious nature of this charge can be seen in Paul"s calling upon the Father and Son as witnesses. Christ will judge both those who are dead and those yet alive at the time of his return (John 5:22-23; John 5:28-29; 2 Corinthians 5:10).

When Jesus comes again, he will be in the middle of his final acts as king and preparing to deliver the kingdom to his Father (1 Corinthians 15:23-26). Paul charged Timothy to herald, or proclaim, God"s word to all men at all times. The herald should be ready with his message whether people are receptive or not. This will mean the preacher will have to exhibit a readiness to confront people about their wicked ways and try to convince them of their errors. Then, he will also have to warn against wrongdoing and urge them to stop sinning. This should be followed by an earnest urging to do what is right. All of this can only be accomplished through patient preaching of God"s truth.

Like Moses, preachers sometimes face situations where they are tempted to add a few words of their own. Such should be resisted since, as was seen in , God"s word is fully able to direct us in the right paths (2 Timothy 4:1-2).

Paul said the day was coming when some would not readily listen to healthy teaching. Instead, they would collect a group of teachers who would say what they wanted them to say, thereby scratching their ears. The words of false prophets sound good to their ears but go no deeper (Isaiah 30:9-10). Determined to satisfy their own desires, the people would look for teachers who would approve of their excesses instead of warning against them. Spain says the word for "turn away" literally means to reject. They would reject God"s true will and begin to accept all manner of made up stories.

Instead of preaching what people wanted to hear, Paul urged Timothy to exercise self-control, which would avoid desires outside of God"s will. Because of his faithfulness to the truth, Timothy would have to suffer persecution (John 15:18-19). He was urged to keep on openly proclaiming the truth until he had finished his mission (2 Timothy 4:3-5; Luke 9:62).

Verses 6-8
Paul’s Farewell Address
As Paul saw the end of his life approaching, he said, “For I am already being poured out as a drink offering,” which is an allusion to the drink offering poured out on the altar under the law of Moses (see Numbers 15:1-10). So sure was Paul of his coming death that he spoke of it as already taking place. Using another figure, he said he was being loosed from the harness like a weary animal at the end of a hard trip or day of ploughing (2 Timothy 4:6; Philippians 1:21-23).

Using the image of either an olympic contest or a great battle, Paul also said he had overcome the obstacles placed in front of him in the contest with Satan over the faith (1 Timothy 6:12). He also had run the race of life in accord with the rules laid out by the Lord (1 Corinthians 9:26-27; Hebrews 12:1-15). Further, the apostle said he had been a faithful steward who properly kept that with which the Lord entrusted him (Acts 9:15; 1 Corinthians 4:1-5). Since Paul had done the Lord"s will, he could confidently say a victory crown awaited him (James 1:12; 1 Peter 5:4; Revelation 2:10). The crown was the reward for living in accord with the Lord"s will which ultimately is available because of the Lord"s supreme sacrifice. It will be given to the faithful by the Lord who judges truly in contrast to earthly judges like those Paul faced. The crown will be given to the righteous, who have anxiously awaited the Lord"s return (1 Corinthians 16:22; Revelation 22:20), in the very day the Lord comes again (2 Timothy 4:7-8; John 5:28-29).

Verses 9-15
Paul’s Desire for Companionship
Paul asked Timothy to make it his business to come to him as soon as he possibly could. Demas loved the world instead of the Lord’s coming, so he forsook the Lord’s servant. Both Crescens and Titus were apparently on business for the Lord, since no unfavorable remark is made about them. According to the A. S. V., Crescens was in Gaul, or France, which is an alternate reading for Galatia in other translations. Timothy was in Dalmatia, a part of Illyricum which was across the Adriatic Sea from Rome (2 Timothy 4:9-10).

Luke frequently traveled with Paul and was the only one who remained with the apostle at the time of this writing. Paul’s desire for Timothy to bring John Mark is a remarkable example of the changes which can occur in one’s life. Mark had left Paul and Barnabas at Pamphylia on the first missionary journey. Paul refused to take such a deserter with them on a second journey (Acts 13:13; Acts 15:37-40). However, by the time the apostle pens these words to Timothy, he describes John Mark as profitable, which is the same word he used for vessel unto honor in 2:21 (2 Timothy 4:11). Tychicus, who Paul says he sent to Ephesus, was the man who carried the apostle’s letters to Ephesus and Colossae (Ephesians 6:21; Colossians 4:7). He was in Paul’s company in Acts 20:4 and is mentioned in Titus 3:12. Roberts says the Greek tense here is epistolary and suggests Paul “is now sending him,” so it may be that he took this letter to Timothy and stayed at Ephesus in his absence. With winter approaching, Paul asked Timothy to stop in Troas and get his coat from Carpus. While he was being held prisoner, Paul also wanted something on which to work, so he asked Timothy to bring books and parchments. If the parchments did not already contain writing, the apostle to the Gentiles may have been planning to do some writing (2 Timothy 4:12-13).

Since Alexander was a fairly common name, it is difficult to tell which one Paul is speaking of in 2 Timothy 4:14-15. For instance, there was an Alexander associated with the high priest in Acts 4:6. Another was the son of Simon, who bore the cross of Christ (Mark 15:21). Yet another spoke to the multitude at Ephesus, while still one more made a shipwreck of his faith (Acts 19:30-41; 1 Timothy 1:20). The man mentioned by Paul in this verse could have been any of these, or one not mentioned in any other verse. No matter who he was, Paul viewed him as a threat to preachers of the gospel because he had so strongly opposed the apostle’s preaching. In these verses, Paul gives us a good example of our treatment of and thinking about our enemies. He leaves it to the Lord to repay this man for his deeds in the day of judgment (Romans 12:17).

Verses 16-18
The Lord Stood with Paul
Though we do not know precisely when he made his first answer to the charges pressed against him, it is sad to hear this great man of God had not one friend to stand by him at that time. It appears the friends who refused to stand with Paul were afraid, so the apostle prayed the great judge would not hold it against them (2 Timothy 4:16).

Despite having no man to stand beside him, Paul was not alone. The Lord stood with his aged apostle just as he promised he would (Matthew 10:19-20; Matthew 28:18-20). In fact, he gave him strength to go through the first defense. Ironically, his enemies had placed him in a position, with the Lord’s help, to present the gospel to a large audience of Gentiles as they listened to the trial in the forum. Those assembled might well have come from all over the known world. Though Paul soon expected to die, he had already been delivered by the Lord from a severe trial. Like the apostle, all Christians can confidently say the Lord will deliver them out of every trial because death could not hold our King (Romans 8:28-39; 1 Thessalonians 4:13-18)! Only a Christian can think of death as a means of victory. When his tormentors at last succeeded in getting him executed, they gave Paul his longed for opportunity to go home (2 Timothy 4:17-18; Philippians 1:23; 2 Corinthians 5:8-9).

Verses 19-22
Closing Thoughts
Paul sent greetings to his tentmaking friends, Prisca and Aquila, who did so much to further the gospel (Acts 18:1-3; Acts 24:1-27; Acts 25:1-27; Acts 26:1-32; Acts 27:1-44; Acts 28:1-31; Romans 16:3-5). Erastus, a companion who helped preach the gospel, stayed in Corinth, perhaps even making it his home (Acts 19:22). Trophimus was an Asiatic Christian who made the journey with Paul to Jerusalem at the end of the third missionary journey. He was one of the Gentiles Paul was accused of taking into the temple (Acts 21:28-29). Paul had left him sick at Miletus, which shows us the miraculous gifts the apostles possessed were not used for personal purposes but for the furtherance of the gospel.

Paul knew he would soon die and urged Timothy to come before winter. Travel in the winter was extremely difficult. If Timothy did not reach Paul before winter, he might have to wait another season. In spite of the persecution the church was enduring at the time of this writing, Paul was able to name several specific Christians and then the brethren in general as those who sent greetings to Timothy.

Paul’s final written prayer was that Jesus would be with the spirit of Timothy, a fine gospel preacher. The “you” in the closing words of the prayer is plural and may well be the apostle’s prayer for the church with which Timothy was working, likely Ephesus (2 Timothy 4:19-22).

